Since the days of Solomon, and owing in great part to the solemnly pronounced dictum of that sage, there -has been a devout belief cherished by parents and guardians, though not shared by children and wards, that the rod is a fine moral tonic. The wise king s proverb has been crystallised into a rhyme so ancient that the date of its composition is lost in the mists of antiquity, though it is still well known in the nurseries of to-day? " Solomon said in accents mild, Spare the rod and spoil the child ; Be they man or be they maid, "Whip them and wallop them, Solomon said. But have, however, a theory of our own about the latter event. Our surmise is that he was set upon and flogged to death by a mob of infuriated school-boys, whose instructors had displayed too fervent a belief in the merits of the doctor's discovery ; and who were therefore anxious to show him that it was possible to have too much of even such a good thing as the " Rod of Health."
